
WESTERN PACIFIC PELAGIC MANAGEMENT UNIT SPECIES 
 
(1) Blue marlin (Kajiki) 

 

Very long pectoral fin. 

(2) Striped marlin (Nairagi) 

 
(3) Black marlin (Hida) 

 
(4) Sailfish 

 
(5) Short-nosed spearfish (Hebi) 

 
(6) Swordfish (Shutome) 

 
(11) Mahimahi 

 
(12) Moonfish (Opah) 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
(13) Wahoo (Ono) 
 
 
 
 
 
(20) Oilfish (Walu) 
 

   
 
(21) Pomfret (Monchong) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(15) Albacore 
 (Tonbo) Dorsal fin 

height (1) less 
than body 
depth (2). 

 
 

White 
margin 

 
 
 

Dorsal fin height 
(1) equal to or 
greater than body 
depth (2). 

(16) Bigeye tuna 
 Robust body, large head, and 

large eyes.  
 
 
 
 
 
  Small bigeye tuna Bars spaced unevenly with no angles. 

Fewer bars than in yellowfin.  Rigid pectoral fin 
 
 Sail-like dorsal fin 

 
 
(17) Yellowfin tuna 
 
 
 
 

Short bill  
 

Small yellowfin tuna 
 Bars spaced evenly and angled. 

Alternate bars are dotted. 
 
 
 
 

Flat bill 
 
(19) Northern bluefin tuna 
 Belly marked by faint traverse 

rows of lines and dots. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
(22) Skipjack tuna (Aku) 
 

Belly with 4-6 bands; 
10-30 lbs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
(7) Blue shark Brilliant blue color 
 
 
 
 
 
 Slender pectoral fin 

 
Dark brown coloration. 

 Bright blue-gray color 

(8) Mako shark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(9) Thresher shark 
 

Long dorsal caudal lobe 


