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Tzrip Report

Background

Personnel of the Homolulu Laboratory (HL) have attended the anmual
Hawailan International Billfish Tournament (HIBT) for the past 13 yeaxas
and have collected data related to varicus aspects of the biology of
billfishes, of blue maxlin primarily. They have also presented workshops,

seminars, demonstrations, and exhibits on marine research for public
{nformation and education. The scientific and educational activities of

HL at the HIBT over the years have, I believe, exerted an influance in
the thinking of the sponsoring group. The group has become very conacious
of science and education. It has, in fact, recemtly restructured its
organization...accompanied by a name change to Hawaiian International
Billfish Associstion (HIBA)...to support scientific endeavors related to
recreational £ishing. Funding of research projects and scholarships are
examples of the typa of support under consideration by the HIBA.

This trip om which I am reporting turned out to be the first support -
grant of HIBA. Mr. Richaxd Boone of movie and television fame initially
suggested that HIBA send me to the Bay of Islands Billfish Tournament
(BOIT). It is my understanding that he in fact finaoced my trip by a
contribution tgqHIBA for that purpose. Eventually HIBA decided that the
trip would BOIT in New Zealand and the Mini Coneours International du
Haura Club in Tahiti.

Tha purpose for my attendance at these tournaments was to promote intersst
in participating in research onm recreational fisberies among fishery sci-
entists, especially those associated with the government.

All my travel arrangements were made by Mx, Peter Fithian, Chairman of
HIBA., He organized and led a group of sports fishermen from Hawaii to
compets in bath tournaments. I traveled with this group which numbered
12 including Mr, Fithian and myself.

Itinexary

March 3 - Departed Honolulu,
' "4 = Arrived Auckland (1 day lost in crossing date line).
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March 5-7 ~ In Wellington, conferred with various éctentista.
8-15 - In Russell, attended Bay of Islands Billfish Tournament. .
15 -~ Departed Rusaell,
14 . - Arrived Papeste (1 day gained crossing date line)
15-18 - In Papeste, attanded Mini Concours International du Haura
Club. _ _
18 -~ Departed Papeete.
19 - Arrived Homolulu.
Activitias

1 engaged in twe types of activities to accomplish my purpose. One was
meeting and conferring with fishery scientists. The other was examining
the catch and monitoring the activities of the tournawents.

in New Zealand I went to the Capitol, Wellingtom, to confex with biologists
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisherieas (MAF). My visit there was
well managed by Mr, Bert Brunm, Chief Fisheries Management Oificer, who

took on the responsibility of making arrangements for me to meet with
people in related work.

1 conferred with B. T. Cunningham, who {s Director of tha Management
Division of MAP, and B. Brua on various aspecis ol research in xecrea-
tional fisheries. I left with the distimct impressian that the Manage-
ment Divisiosa would be actively doing research in recreational fisheries
in the near future. Slightly over a week later whean Mr. Brun appeared

at BOIT ha proposed a cooperative veature of creating and maintaining a
recreational fisher{es data centsr for the Pacific Ocean. The proposal
13 an indication that the New Zealand Govermment is rsady to get lnvelved
far beyond the local level.

The possibilities of using the PEACESAT project as a means of commmunicating
data in the event of a cooperative program was pursued with Doug Gordon
of MAF and PEACESAT Terminal Mansger Tony Hanley of Wellington Polytechnie.

1 had a lengthy discuasion with Don York on the acoustolure. As the
_originator of the device he was unhappy at the shabby product that was
manufactured and sold commercially by a company in New Zealand. The
commercial item was so bad that some that York had tested had cutputs

that could not ba detected beyond a few meters. He urged experimenting

on our own, that is obtaining seme high quality equipment and recording
the sounds of a school of feeding skipjack tuna for later playback as

an attractant. Although the basic idea appears sensible enough some of
the figures he mentioned, e.g., a rangs of 3 miles, are not compatible
with prasent acoustic equations, Mr. York took me on a field trip outside
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of tha Bay of Wellington to demonstrate the acoustolure but the water
was too choppy to get to the eres of the fish schooles. He demonszratad
sonvineingly, however, that tha acoustolurs attracted and held the

dolphin, Delphinus delpbinus,

son York, furthermore, presented papers and charts on the hydrographia
conditions of the Bay of Islands ares to ma to provide me with backgrouad
rzaterial for BOXX. » :

Cther fishariss personnsl I had diseussions with in Welliogton weres
David Eggleston, Les Tong, Dom Coombs, and Cavin James of the Research
" pivistion of MAY; and John loreland of tha Wellington luseun.

In Tahiki my scientific comversazions wera with Mr. rhilippe 3iu, &
dynanie, youmg blologiast with the Tahitisn Coverament. He expressed a
definite interest in carrying on research oa large gase fishes with

or withous the support of his govarnmeact. :

Az both towznements all the Zish caught were memsured and examioned. Data
recorded wers: species, lemgth, weight, sex, stage of saturity, the
mumber of varicus food items found {n the stomschs, and observatiocns of
anything noteworthy about the specinens. The catch at BOIT consisted

of two striped marlin, one bluoe marlin, £ive make shark, and one haxmer-
head shark. Ia Tablci five biue marlin and four yellowfiin tuna were
caught,. : ,

In the Hew Zealand tournsment radie reporta from each of the 22 comperisg
toans wers schadulad for three times daily - 10 a.m., noom, and 3 p.=m.
Tesn identizy, fishing ares, mmber of strikes, hookups, and £ish boated
wars reportad. Data from all radio reports wers vecorded. In Tahiti
zovermment regulations forbada radio reporting.

Ia New Zeslsnd two of the five scheduled fishing days were camcelled
because of high winds. Az mentioned carlier 22 teams competed in this
tourssment. The tournmwent in Tshiti was more wodest; 10 temms fished
for 2 days.

1 was joimed om various days by Lew Ritchie, Peter SJaul, Kim Walsh,
and Bart Brum, all of MAF, at BOIT and by Thilippe Sis in Tahitt. They
cbaerved wy activitiss and assizted in making and recording observations.

Miscellangous

Tournament officials John Chibnall of New Zesland and Leo Langomaxino
of Tshiri supported me fully. They supplisd whatever 1 raguasted ia
asuipwent and services to get the job done.
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While at BOIT I had the opportunity to inspect the records of the Bay
of Islands Swordfish Club which date back to 1926. The records are of
a quality and quantity that, in my opinion, they can be processed for
information, e.g., growth rate of the striped marlin. There are
probably other clubs throughout the Pacific Ocean with similar types
of records.

One of the obvious shortcomings of the records of the Bay of Islands
Swordfish Club...and this would probably be true of the records of
other clubs...from a fishery biologist's point of view was the lack of
data on fishing effort. I think that the climate is such that with the
proper approach and presentation a logbook system to get these data
recorded would be universally accepted.

Finally, although my enjoying the trip was not omne of the purposes of
the trip, I did that, too.

cc: Office of International Fisheries, F4



